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LincolnBike Kitchen

A Look Back at the Year
So, here it is, next year already. I want to take a minute 

and brag on all the volunteers that have made this last 
year such a great experience. These 
volunteers are the heart and soul of 
our programs. Next time you come 
to the shop or see us at an event 
please take a minute and thank the 
mechanics who fix the bikes, the 
folks who break down and sort 
the parts that have been recycled 
(without these folks we could not do 
our work), the folks who help out in 
so many ways and keep us going. 

Many folks say to me that they 
would love to help at the shop, but 
don’t know how to wrench on bikes. You don’t have to. 
The folks who strip bikes are vital to the operation. The 

recycled parts from stripped and recycled bikes are what 
we use to do repairs.  Without these parts at hand we can 

not help anyone. The folks who 
sort the parts are the next step in the 
system.  The mechanics can find 
what they need when they need it 
because of the folks who sort and 
put away parts. Many of the folks 
who started out recycling bikes 
jump into fixing them once they get 
a feel for bikes.

Sometimes when we are at the 
shop “Thank You” gets left til later 
and then never gets said. We at 
LBK really do appreciate all the 

help our community of volunteers give the shop and we 
in the office know that our shop would not be helping 
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Winter Funding Push
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Our Razoo event has been a little slower than we had 
hoped for (to date, $618). So far we have gained about a 
month’s worth of funding (thank you to all of you who 
have given so that others can ride). I know that many of 
you out there think our programs are important and you 
want to see us continue to make bikes and bike education 
accessible to the community, so I know you want to help 
us keep the shop open.  The funding site will remain 
active and I ask that you make a donation so that we can 
keep helping our community stay on their pedals, but if 
you are like me (I couldn’t use a website to donate even 
if I wanted to, Luddite ya know) drop by the shop and 
give us a little something or even drop something in the 
snail mail.

I want to let you know a few things so that you can feel 
confident about your donation.  All your donation goes 
for our mission, no one at the shop makes a nickle from 
LBK; zip, zero, nada. Your donation goes for things like 
rent, utilities, cables, printing of promotional materials, 
other shop needs, and rarely, food for events (usually 
food is paid for out of the pockets of dedicated volunteers 
helping at the events).  We will be posting an estimated 
budget for the upcoming year by the end of the month.  I 
hope that you will see that your donations are crucial to 
our mission. 
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Some days I would forget my head, really.  I completely forgot to tell 
you all the great news: Great Plains Bicycling Club gave us a $200 
donation! This was a great surprise and we would like to say “Thank 
You” to these great folks. 

anyone without all the wrenches in the shop. With 
that in mind I will be saying “Thanks” in a way 
that is all my own. The “Otter Excellence” is for 
those in the shop or in the biking community that 
have helped to get the under-served individuals in 
Lincoln riding safely and enjoying it. “The Eager 
Beaver” is for those in the shop who help us stay 
going by plugging holes in the operation. An annual 
“Awesome ‘Possum” will be taken from the monthly 
winners. The first winners have been chosen, and 
will be posted on the Blog at the website.

I would like to put out a thought since we are on 
the topic, I am looking for a couple of folks who 
would like to learn the office end of the shop.

So back to bragging...you may know that we 
moved in June to our new digs at 1st & Garfield. 
When we first opened our doors we were still 
working out how to track our numbers at the shop

We were working on how to run a mobile Kitchen. 
We were surprised that so many folks still had not 
heard of us and our mission and started working 

hard to get the word out. In the seven months we 
have been at the new place we seem to have gotten 
a “working” system in place, have gotten the basics 
down of an “away mission” (yes I had to work in a 
Trekkie reference), and introduced a lot more folks 
to our merry band. 

We have sent 100 bikes out the door and into the 
community since we opened shop in June.  That’s 
47 kids and 53 adults who now have safe bikes.  We 
have provided over 600 repairs, including numerous 
total rebuilds, to bikes in the community since June. 
These are bike repairs that keep people riding safely 
that most of our clientele would not have been able 
to afford. We have taught many folks how to repair 
their bike, helping them to be self-sufficient. 

For the upcoming year we have been asked to do 
another Mobile Kitchen at Matt Talbot Kitchen and 
at the People’s City Mission.  We will be holding a 
few Mobile Kitchens around the city.  If you would 
like to help us grow our programs, have an idea, 
or know someone who could use our help, please 
contact us at our Website @ Office. 
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I Forgot...

 Here at the shop we often hear about folks getting 
their bikes stolen and it makes us sad knowing that many 
poor steeds will not find their way home. We got to thinking 
about how to make it more likely that a faithful bike will 
make its way back and it came to us: many folks don't have 
the info that would make it easier to get the bike back. 
We have all been guilty of it, not writing down the serial 
number, not making a note of all the add-ons, not taking a 
pic. Or maybe we did and then can't find it when we need 
it. So we made up a form that can be filled out and we can 
keep your info and a pic on file at the shop in case you ever 
need it (fingers crossed you don't). We can also put the file 
pic of your bike and its info on the Facebook page so that 
everyone can be looking. 

New Service at LBK!
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Children’s Complete Health Charity Trust has given us a donation for $300!   
This was totally out of the blue and a great boost to LBK.

Another nice surprise! 

We are hoping to start some community rides 
this summer. I know that there are many folks who 
schedule rides now, but there 
are folks (such as myself) 
that have a hard time keeping 
up with dedicated hard-core 
riders. We would like to have 
rides of various lengths and 
intensities, say a slow 10 mile 
ride or a faster 15. We are 
hoping that some of these rides 
will include families and folks 
who are dealing with health 
issues. We would like to have 
a few ride mentors for these 
rides, someone who can be 
supportive and help folks grow 
into longer rides as they can. 

These volunteer mentors 
would be an important 
addition to the Lincoln Biking 
community. The more people riding bikes, the 
more we all are seen as part of the community and 

therefore planned for within the city. The people 
who know the rules of the road and use good riding 

skills increase the goodwill within 
the community and make it more 
likely that bikes will be seen as 
more than just a subset of a subset.   

Mentors will help riders learn 
bike safety, good biking manners 
and offer tips and tricks. Many 
of these riders we want to reach 
out to have not been associated 
with cycling clubs or organized 
riding before and often feel looked 
down upon by “cyclists”. We as a 
community need to change that. 
Many folks who ride because they 
have to or just for a quick ride with 
the kids feel left out of the biking 
community. These are the folks not 
riding Centuries but riding to the 
store are no less a vital part of the 

Lincoln community and we as a whole need to do a 
better job reaching out to them.

If you hadn’t noticed, it’s not pleasant outside 
right now. We will be using this cold weather 
and slower shop time to host open houses for 
community groups around the city who could 
benefit from our programs. If you know a group 
or organization that could use us, please feel free 
to pass along our contact information so we can 
set up a day for them to come out or pass along 
contact info to us at our Website @ Office or at our 
lincolnbikekitchen1@gmail.com. We are in the 

process of putting together information packets for 
community groups to use to assist their clientele.  
Feel free to request this information.

Please keep an eye out on the Facebook or the 
Website as to upcoming open houses and feel free 
to join us either to learn more about us or as a 
volunteer. Some of these events will need bilingual 
speakers and someone who can translate written 
information. 

16 & 20 inch tires. If you have kids or have ever been a kid you will 
know how hard kids can be on tires. This means that when we get 
donated kids bike the tire are often, shall we say, FUBAR. When we are 
trying to get a kid’s bike ready we often don’t have tires at hand. If you 
have a few lying around, or would like to bring in some new ones, they 
will be put to very good use.

Ride Mentors

Outreach

The Please Please list:
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1340 N Street  • Lincoln, NE 68508 • eaglegroupnow.com
Group

print • creative • surveys

Eagle Group is proud to support the Lincoln Bike Kitchen.
Since 1991, Eagle Group has provided Lincoln quality design 
and printed products with exceptional service and a full range 
of digital media solutions.

Think of bicycles as rideable art that can  
just about save the world.

The Bike Kitchen is a community-building organization 
that provides bicycles and related resources to all people. 
We advocate for utilitarian bicycling as a vital part of a 
healthy, equitable and sustainable community. We connect 
cycling to broader environmental and social issues through 
outreach, education, and praxis.

MissonStatement

Providing solutions for your printing and 
marketing needs. Give us a call 402.476.8156


